To:  Smith,  Paula[Smith. Paula@epa.gov] 

From:  Grantham,  Nancy 

Sent:  Mon  8/31/2015  5:38:20  PM 

Subject:  Fwd:  GKM  Update-piease  read 


Sent  from  my  iPhone 
Begin  forwarded  message: 


From:  "Harrison,  Melissa"  <Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov> 

Date:  August  31,  2015  at  1 1:36:54  AM  MDT 

To:  "Stanislaus,  Mathy"  <Stanislaus. Mathy@epa.gov>.  "Reynolds,  Thomas" 

<Revnolds.Thomas@,epa.gov>.  "Fritz,  Matthew"  <Fritz.M3tthew@epa.gov>.  "Mitchell, 
Stacey"  <Mitchell. Stacev@epa. gov>,  "Vaught,  Laura"  <Vaught.Laura@epa.gov>. 

"Distefano,  Nichole"  < DiStefano.Nichole@epa.gov>.  "Tulis,  Dana" 

<Tulis.Dana@epa.gov>.  EOC  Public  Information  <EOC_PublicMnformation@epa.gov>. 
"Gray,  David"  <grav.david@epa. gov>.  "Grantham,  Nancy"  <Grantham . N ancv @ epa . gov>. 

"Meiburg,  Stan"  <Meiburg, Stan@ epa. gov>.  "Cheatham,  Reggie" 

<cheatham  . .reggie@,epa.  gov> 

Cc:  "Burke,  Thomas"  <B  urke.  Thom  as@epa.  gov> 

Subject:  GKM  Update-piease  read 


Good  afternoon! 


Below  is  the  draft  press  release  we  plan  to  issue  at  2:05  pm  ET.  Please  begin  notifications 
now.  As  usual,  feel  free  to  utilize  the  press  release,  but  please  do  not  distribute  in  its 
entirety.  Also  note,  some  of  the  links  are  not  currently  live. 


Thanks! 

Melissa 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

August  31,  2015 

EPA  Update  on  Gold  King  Mine  Response:  Additional  Data 
Results  and  Public  Records 
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Contact  Information:  Melissa  Harrison,  Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 


WASHINGTON  - Today  EPA  released  an  update  on  water  quality  and  sediment  data  for 
the  Animas  and  San  Juan  Rivers,  as  well  as  additional  public  records  on  the  Gold  King 
Mine  response. 


What  new  documents  are  being  released? 

EPA  is  releasing  documents  related  to  a previous  NPL  listing  package  for  the  Upper 
Animas  Mining  District  National  Priorities  Listing.  To  view  the  documents: 

http://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine/august-31-2015-documents-related-prior-national- 

priorities-list-discussions 


EPA  is  also  releasing  additional  photos  from  the  Gold  King  Mine  response.  To  view  the 
photos:  https://www.flickr.com/photos/usepagov/albums/72157654862884644 


What  data  is  EPA  posting  today? 

EPA  is  posting  sediment  and  water  quality  results  for  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  Rivers  for 
the  following  dates  and  locations: 


•□□□□□□□□  EPA  sediment  samples  for  August  1 1 and  19,  2015  were  collected  from  10 
locations  in  the  Animas  River. 

•□□□□□□□□  EPA  sediment  samples  for  August  13  and  14,  2015  were  collected  from  17 
locations  in  the  Animas  River. 

•□□□□□□□□  EPA  sediment  samples  for  August  16  and  18,  2015  were  collected  from  2 
locations  in  the  Animas  River. 

•□□□□□□□□  EPA  sediment  samples  were  collected  on  August  23,  25,  26  and  27,  2015,  at 
locations  along  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  Rivers. 

•□□□□□□□□  EPA  surface  water  samples  for  August  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12  and  13,  2015  were 
collected  from  eight  locations  in  the  Animas  River. 
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•UUUUUUUU  EPA  surface  water  samples  were  collected  August  23,  24,  and  25,  2015,  at 
locations  along  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  Rivers. 

•□□□□□□□□  EPA  sediment  samples  were  collected  August  25  from  1 1 locations  along  the 
San  Juan  River  in  the  Navajo  Nation. 


What  do  the  sample  results  show? 

EPA  has  done  a review  of  the  data  which  included  a comparison  to  screening  levels  for 
exposure  during  recreational  use  to  determine  if  metal  concentrations  are  consistent  with 
pre-event  levels.  Based  on  the  results  of  all  the  sediment  and  water  quality  samples, 
concentrations  are  trending  toward  pre-event  conditions. 


To  view  the  data:  http://www2.epa.gov/goldkingmine/data-gold-king-mine-response 


### 


Melissa  Harrison 
Press  Secretary 
EPA 

Office:  (202)  564-8421 
Mobile:  (202)  697-0208 

Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 
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